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served with him, know that you have
our deepest condolences, the gratitude
of the people of Indiana, and you shall
remain in the hearts of a grateful Na-
tion forever.

——————

OBSTRUCTING HEALTH CARE
REFORM

(Ms. DELAURO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. DELAURO. Madam Speaker, let
me tell an old story relevant to our
current health care debate.

One day, a frog was hopping by a
river when he came upon a scorpion.
The scorpion asked if the frog would
carry him across. The frog said, No,
you will sting me. The scorpion replied,
No, if I stung you, we would both
drown. What is the point of that?

So the frog put the scorpion on his
back and waded into the river. Halfway
across, he felt a sudden sting and his
body went numb. Scorpion, why did
you do that? Now we will both die. Said
the scorpion, It is my nature.

Today, the health insurance industry
refuses to cover basic maternity care
for four out of five women, while charg-
ing them higher premiums. It kicks
women out of hospitals within hours of
a mastectomy. No industry in history
that profits from a broken system has
ever moved to reform that system.

After faking support for health care
reform for months, why did the health
insurance industry on Monday sud-
denly try to sting us with a flawed and
incomplete cost analysis of a health
care plan? The same reason they fight
to prevent competition through a
strong public option, and the same rea-
son many of my Republican colleagues
have done nothing but obstruct reform.

It is their nature.

————

SUPPORT THE AMTRAK SECURE
TRANSPORTATION OF FIREARMS
ACT

(Mr. REHBERG asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. REHBERG. There aren’t many
things that are more important to the
foundation of the West than trains and
guns. In Montana, both still have a
profound impact on our frontier iden-
tity. But these pillars of Western cul-
ture find themselves on opposite sides
of the fence because of Amtrak’s ban
on the transportation of legal firearms
on its trains.

The Second Amendment doesn’t de-
rail the right to bear arms if you hap-
pen to be on a train. We allow the
transportation of firearms in cars and
on commercial airlines, but Amtrak’s
ban on firearms remains in effect, even
as it continues to receive massive Fed-
eral subsidies.

The Amtrak Secure Transportation
of Firearms Act would force Amtrak to
end its ban on firearms once and for
all. T hope my colleagues will join me
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in sponsoring this important legisla-
tion, because the Second Amendment
protects you whether you travel by
horse, plane, truck or train.

————————

SENIORS AND HEALTH CARE
REFORM

(Mrs. DAHLKEMPER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Mrs. DAHLKEMPER. Madam Speak-
er, I rise today to support health care
reform for our seniors. Our senior citi-
zens deserve reform that will lower
their medical expenses and provide the
highest quality care available. Our
health care reform legislation closes
the prescription drug doughnut hole
which forces seniors to reduce their
prescription drug use, that is, not use
lifesaving medications, by an average
of 14 percent.

The House’s health care reform legis-
lation will help guarantee our seniors
access to their doctors by eliminating
the 21 percent pay cut doctors are fac-
ing for Medicare reimbursements.
Without this health care reform, 40
percent of our doctors say they will
have to reduce the number of Medicare
patients they see. Our seniors deserve
better than that. They deserve reform
that will keep them in good health at
a manageable cost.

I urge my colleagues to support qual-
ity health care reform for our Nation’s
seniors.

————
RECOGNIZING THE 25TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF BREAST CANCER

AWARENESS MONTH

(Mr. BUCHANAN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. BUCHANAN. Madam Speaker, 1
rise today to recognize the 25th anni-
versary of Breast Cancer Awareness
Month. Breast cancer is the leading
cause of cancer deaths in women be-
tween age 40 and 59. We have all been
touched by it with family or friends.

In my home State of Florida, an esti-
mated 12,000 new cases of breast cancer
in women will be diagnosed this year.
However, if detected early enough, it
can be successful in treating the dis-
ease.

To this end, I am proud to be a co-
sponsor of the EARLY Act, a bill intro-
duced by my fellow Florida colleague,
Debbie Wasserman Schultz. She has
been a leader. She has got a courageous
story that she shares with many. This
act, her bill, is an education campaign,
it is a public awareness campaign, and
it will have a huge difference on women
in the future. So I really respect her
leadership on this.

In my congressional district, I am
proud to say, I thank the leadership.
We have been active, our employees
and our businesses, over the last 10
years. Working together, it makes a
big difference. I would like to just say,
we need to continue to educate our
families and friends on this bill.
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IN MEMORIAM OF U.S. ARMY
SERGEANT JOSHUA KIRK

(Ms. SHEA-PORTER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Ms. SHEA-PORTER. Madam Speak-
er, it is with a heavy heart that I rise
today to honor the life of Sergeant
Joshua Kirk. Sergeant Kirk was trag-
ically killed in Afghanistan on October
3.

On Tuesday morning, I attended his
funeral at St. Michael’s Church in Exe-
ter, New Hampshire. There were so
many relatives and friends in attend-
ance for a somber and moving cere-
mony. His wife, Megan, a native of Exe-
ter, and his daughter, Kensington, have
lost a husband and father, and this Na-
tion has lost a hero.

Sergeant Kirk selflessly put himself
in harm’s way in service to America.
He and his family are owed a debt of
gratitude.

Sergeant Kirk, a native of Maine,
joined the United States Army in 2005.
He was on his second tour of duty in
Afghanistan when his base was at-
tacked by insurgents on October 3.
Kirk and seven of his courageous fellow
soldiers, all based out of Fort Carson,
were Killed during the long battle.

Sergeant Kirk’s memory lives on
with his wife, daughter, mother and
sisters. We will always remember his
sacrifice, and theirs, and we are forever
grateful for their patriotism and serv-
ice to America.

————

AMNESTY ENCOURAGES ILLEGAL
IMMIGRATION

(Mr. SMITH of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Madam Speak-
er, two recent surveys, one of Mexicans
and one of Americans, addresses poli-
cies that encourage illegal immigra-
tion. The first, from Rasmussen, re-
veals that 56 percent of U.S. voters sur-
veyed believe the policies of the Fed-
eral Government encourage people to
enter the United States illegally. Also,
64 percent believe law enforcement offi-
cers should conduct surprise visits at
locations where illegal immigrants
seek employment.

The second, from Zogby, reveals that
56 percent of people in Mexico think
granting legal status to illegal immi-
grants in the United States would en-
courage more illegal immigration to
America. Of Mexicans with a member
of their immediate household in the
United States, two-thirds—two-
thirds—said a legalization program
would make people they know more
likely to go to America illegally.

Madam Speaker, these are more rea-
sons to oppose amnesty for those in the
country illegally.

PROVIDING AFFORDABLE HEALTH
CARE FOR YOUNG ADULTS

(Mr. TONKO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
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